THE POWER OF PORTFOLIOS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS & 
EXEMPLARS FROM THE UNIVERSITY PARK CAMPUS SCHOOL
Frequently Asked Questions
WHAT IS A WRITING PORTFOLIO?

A writing portfolio is a limited collection of student’s work for evaluation.
HOW IS THIS DIFFERENT FROM A WRITING FOLDER?

A writing folder contains all of a student’s work, while a writing portfolio contains a limited amount of student writing which reflects the student’s achievement and growth over time.

WHY USE A PORTFOLIO SYSTEM?

Portfolios help teachers and students to assess the writing growth and are instrumental in identifying student strengths and weaknesses.  By compiling portfolios, students grow to understand that reading, writing, and thinking are inextricably linked.  Because students are responsible for producing finished pieces for evaluation, they more willingly put forth their best efforts.

HOW MANY PIECES SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN A PORTFOLIO?

That is a decision that should be made based on the individual classroom.  Since portfolios are used in different ways in different subject areas, the number of included pieces varies on a case by case basis.  At UPCS, in the middle school grades students complete a year end portfolio with about a dozen elements.  By the time they reach 10th grade, they produce quarterly portfolios with that many items.  In short, it depends on the age and experiences of students you have, your goals for them as writers, and the particular elements which they will be including in their portfolios.
HOW DO I DECIDE WHAT SHOULD GO INTO THE PORTFOLIO?

Begin by identifying your goals for the year.  What would you like your students to know and be able to do?   In addition, you can use your state or district frameworks for each grade to guide you what types of writing students should be complete.    

Throughout the year, students will file all of their assignments together in a writing folder.  At various times during the year, they will review all of their pieces and decide which ones they would like to include in the portfolio.  

At the end of the year, students review their portfolio and decide what stays and what goes, based on the criteria that you have outlined for them.  The selected works are in addition to any required pieces.  However, if the student is allowed a voice in the portfolio content list, they will feel more ownership over the entire process.

HOW CAN I BEST HELP MY STUDENTS WITH THEIR PORTFOLIOS?

First and foremost, make portfolios a part of your normal classroom routine. Create a classroom community that values reading, writing, and thinking. Like anything else, becoming a writer takes practice.  Students should be given regularly scheduled blocks of time to practice their craft.   Encourage students to write for a variety of audiences and purposes. Use the writing process to support students in honing their writing skills.  By revising and evaluating their writing and the writing of their peers, they will become more reflective as they develop as practicing writers.
HOW CAN PORTFOLIOS HELP STUDENTS BECOME ACTIVE PARTNERS IN THEIR OWN PROGRESS AS WRITERS?

Make portfolios a tool that students can use to assess their own progress.  Make them active partners in the assessment process.  They can use their portfolio measuring against your expectations and requirements, throughout the year.  We always include a self-assessment where students write about their own progress in a portfolio.  This helps them develop them develop the metacognition to become self-directed learners.  You can have regular conferences with students (and parents) about the work in their portfolios to go over their progress as writers.  

HOW DO I GRADE A PORTFOLIO?
There are many ways to grade a portfolio.  At UPCS, high school portfolios are graded quarterly, while in middle school, students spend the year completing a portfolio which is graded as a whole at the end.  However, many pieces are graded as individual assignments and then included in the portfolio which demonstrates a student’s overall accomplishments in the course.  An overall portfolio grade can be arrived at by scoring each piece on a rubric, evaluating a student’s progress through the year, or the care and creativity put into the writing and the product.  In UPCS high school courses, students receive a grade for their overall portfolio and two individual pieces of writing within it that they select.
Middle School Portfolio
In June Eressy’s middle school English classes, students work on a portfolio that they complete at the end of the year and counts as a final exam grade.  Each term students work on a handful of pieces that will go in the portfolio, which is an active archive that she grades at the end of the year.  She holds a writing conference quarterly with each student to discuss their progress on their portfolio and their writing in general.  This help students stay involved in the assessment process.  

All pieces in the portfolio include a demonstration of the writing process which was used to develop the final draft.  Early drafts, graphic organizers, and peer editing notes are all included in the portfolio along with the final draft.  This help students recognize that revision is a key part of the process of creating a high quality piece of writing.

Below is the portfolio that she uses in her middle school classes, with explanatory notes.
	
THE MIDDLE SCHOOL PORTFOLIO
· Written Self-Evaluation: This is a very important part of a portfolio.  It gives students a chance to reflect on their learning and promotes the metacognition that they must develop in order to become self-directed learners. 

· Persuasive Essay: I emphasized this because the MCAS, our state test, required that students write a persuasive essay.  They have since changed the test, and I would spend less time on it now.
· 3 pieces of your of choice: The element of choice is a valuable one in a portfolio.  It allows students to show off their strengths, helps them build confidence as writers, and boosts their pride in the product, creating buy-in to the process. 
· Work of Fiction: It is important for me that students do creative writing as well as analytical writing.  They always enjoy this portion of the portfolio a great deal.
· Interdisciplinary Project:  Students would include work from an interdisciplinary project that I would do in conjunction with another subject area teacher.
· Narrative Essay 

· Descriptive Essay

· Character Sketch

· Audio-visual Presentation  

· Timed Response to Open-ended Question 
· List of books read throughout the year: This helps students develop identities as readers.  Students are always impressed with the length of this list by the end of the year.  It allows them to feel a sense of accomplishment of having read many books.  


7th Grade Autobiographies
In Peter Weyler’s class, students work throughout the year on an autobiography, writing one or two “chapters” per term.  These chapters are typically based on a theme related to a work of literature that they are currently reading.   At the end of the year, they go back through their entire autobiography and compile it into a portfolio.  They edit and improve previous chapters, write a new chapter on a topic of their choice, and create a cover page with a thematic title for the work.  This autobiography is their final exam grade.  The grading sheet is included below:

10th Grade Quarterly Portfolio
In Jim McDermott’s high school classes, students complete a portfolio every quarter.  The portfolio includes many pieces, some of which students complete for other assignments throughout the terms, others they write specifically for the portfolio.  Students receive 3 grades, one for the portfolio itself and two for specific pieces of writing within it.  After turning in their portfolios, each student reads one selection to the class.
	ENGLISH GRADE 10 PERFORMANCE PORTFOLIO

TERM 1
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1. A paper that expresses your understanding of the theme “The Individual and Society.”

2. A review of one summer reading novel not already reported on in class.

3. Descriptive essay using cumulative sentences. Could be improved junkyard essay.

4. Four cumulative sentences 25 to 60 words long.

5. A Bio Poem on two characters in a summer novel other than the one reviewed in 2.

6. A poem.

7. A paper analyzing one literary character’s struggles with his or her society.

8. A paper connecting any part of this class to life or not. 

9. A paper identifying your best piece of writing this term or from last year’s end-of-the-year portfolio, explaining why you think it is the best.

10. Your choice paper(poem, story, essay, letter, college essay, or reader response.


This portfolio will be treated as one test grade for first term.  All ten assignments must be completed satisfactorily for you to earn a ‘B’. Strive for elegance and you can earn an ‘A’. An incomplete portfolio is an ‘F’. For another two grades you are to select two pieces you want me to grade separately in the traditional manner; at least one choice must be 2 and/or 7.


12th Grade Final Portfolio
In their final portfolio at UPCS students write on the theme “The Measure of Man.”  Their final time through this process is an emotional one for them and in their portfolios, they take great care to demonstrate their progress as writers, thinkers, and human beings.  The readings from the senior portfolios are a joyous end to six years of English classes at UPCS. 
	PARTING PORTFOLIO

CLASS of 2005

Parting is such sweet sorrow
This is it. The final one. Let’s make it special, and it will be, if you let your individual voice ring true. Our goal has always been the pursuit of the ‘Magic of Language,’ which we have defined as its ability to help us do the following:

· Celebrate what we were, what we are, and what we can become.

· Transcend the common, the mundane, the petty.

· See the complexity and beauty of our humanity.

· Generate ideas so we show a thinking mind.

· See with different eyes.

Let this portfolio be you at your best. To do that you need to show yourself as a thinking, feeling human being who understands that literature helps us see ourselves and those around us better. Please write with zest and pizzazz. Let the magic that is you shine through this portfolio. Show what you know about life, literature, writing, and how they all connect to that growing person that is you. 

1. Measure of Me: An introduction to all the pieces in your portfolio that directly or indirectly let the reader know what it is you value most about life as you explain the contents of your portfolio.

2. Two novels you have read that you would recommend to your closest friend. Explain to the friend what it is you value most about these books.

3. Poems – 3 short ones or one long one that you treasure. Explain how the poem or poems uncover beauty and truth for you.

4. Short story. Create one.

5. Poem. Create one or two.

6. Select a quotation that moves you and use it in an essay of at least 500 words.

7. UPCS is the blueprint of memory. Select a memory you have connected to the school and explode it so all of us can appreciate it as you did.

8. Play – write a critical analysis of one play you have read; use critical citations, make this a college academic paper.

9. Writing prompt (for old times). I’ll give you an AP writing prompt. You write to it showing your skills as a discriminatory reader, a lover of literature, and a clear logical writer.

10. Ten years from now. I look into my crystal ball and I see you as successful. However, to me success is not to be measured so much by the position you reach in life, but as by the obstacles which you overcome while trying to grow as the unique individual you are. So project yourself into the future. See yourself as a success. Describe what you see.

As always, all ten pieces must be completed. Please type. Please let this look like the work of an intelligent graduate from the school that I love. Take your time. Be neat, reflective, and creative. We will end our course by sharing pieces of our parting portfolio. Finally, be yourself. Let the soul shine forth, demonstrating your magic. 


Portfolios in the Content Areas
Portfolios are not only a tool for English teachers.  They can be used by any teacher who wants to assess students progress over time, help students reflect on their own learning by monitoring their knowledge against stated expectations, and develop confidence as thinkers, writers and scholars.  Below are the portfolio requirements for students in 7th and 10th grade History/Social Science courses, each assessing student knowledge in geography, history, economic/civics, interpretation of primary sources and interdisciplinary learning.
	

GRADE SEVEN SOCIAL STUDIES PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS
1. Students will be responsible for successfully completing a map test at the end of the year.

2. Students will be required to perform to proficient levels on all assessment measures. These shall include:

a. Chapter / Unit Tests

b. Essay Tests

c. Essays for each of the major history subtopics

d. One project each semester

e. One research paper

3. 3 essays devoted to economic concepts – must effectively explain basic economic concepts

4. 3 essays devoted to civics on topics of: authority, responsible use of power, and the analysis of diverse forms of government

5. 3 examples of students using and analyzing actual primary sources. Examples: Epic of Gilgamesh, Hammurabi’s Code, Confucian thought, Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, The Odyssey, Trojan War, Justinian Code, Mohammed’s writings, Koran, Bible, etc.




	GRADE TEN WORLD HISTORY REQUIREMENTS
1. Students will be responsible for successfully completing a map test at the end of the year.

2. Students will be required to perform to proficient levels on all assessment measures. These shall include:

a. Chapter / Unit Tests

b. Essay Tests

c. Essays for each of the major history subtopics

d. One project each semester

e. One research paper

3. 3 essays devoted to economic concepts – must effectively explain basic economic concepts

4. 3 essays devoted to civics on topics of: authority, responsible use of power, and the analysis of diverse forms of government

5. 5. 3 examples of students using and analyzing actual primary sources. Examples: Das Capital, Mao’s Little Red Book, Freud, Leninists Marxism, Wilson’s 14 Points, Charter of the League of Nations, Iron Curtain speech, Kennedy’s inaugural address, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UN charter, Camus, Existentialism. 

6. One example of a Science / History project

7. One example of a Language Arts / History presentation. 




Final Autobiography





Content (60%)


Cover Page with Thematic Title			___


One or More Poems					___


Six or More Chapters				


	“There Was The. . .” Imagery		___


	Standing Up For Myself				___


	Mistreating Animals				___


	Religion/Prayer					___


	Internal Conflict					___


	New Chapter						___


Scene Description 						___ 


Dialogue (Quotations)					___


Thoughtful Responses to Topics			___





	Proofreading (40%)


Correct Format: spacing, font			___





_______________________________			___


(Fill in one error type you’ve been 


working to improve)





_______________________________			___


(Another error type you’ve worked on)





	Final Exam Grade					___
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